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ENHANCE YOUR LIFE
How to Keep Costs Under
Control During Divorce

There is no doubt that divorce can be expensive. But, that does not mean that the expense is
uncontrollable. With a determined effort to be organized, proactive and levelheaded, it is possible
to keep the costs associated with divorce from spiraling out of control.

Limit conflict: The more you "fight" the longer and more
drawn out your divorce will be, and the more it will cost. Don't
let your attorney or your spouse’s attorney encourage conflict.
Try to think rationally, keep the lines of communication open, and
be open to compromise; it will potentially save thousands of dol-
lars. There is no benefit in trying to extract vengeance on your
spouse. The division of marital property typically culminates in a
fashion that is fair to both parties.

Don't use your attorney as your therapist: Your
attorney is your legal representative, not your psychologist. At
$200 - $400 per hour, it is very expensive to use your attorney for
this purpose. If you need support, use a trained mental health
professional. Their hourly rate will be significantly less, and ser-
vices may be covered by your health plan.

Do your own discovery: Accurate information on your
case is critical for your attorney to adequately represent you. He
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or she will need detailed infor-
mation regarding all assets,
debts, sources of income,
expenses, tax information,
real estate holdings, and
employee henefits. You are
your best source of informa-
tion. Invest your own time
locating and providing as
much of this information as
possible. [If you don't, your
attorney will spend significant time (and your money) gathering
the information or requiring your spouse to produce the docu-
ments.

Get help to understand your financial situation:
Only about 25% of the issues that arise during divorce involve
legal concerns. Financial issues and property division can be the
most complicated. You retain an attorney because of their exper-
tise on legal issues. Many attorneys do not possess specialized
knowledge of complex financial issues. Seek the services of a
certified divorce financial analyst (CDFA) to get the necessary help
organizing information and understanding the various property and
tax issues you will be facing. CDFA's use specialized software to
compare and contrast the short and long-term effect of proposed
agreements before you consent to a settlement. Get professional
assistance so that you don't make irreversible mistakes.

If at all possible, stay out of court: The costs of a

DIVORCE WORKSHOPS FOR WOMEN:

Four-hour educational workshop to address the legal, financial
and emotional issues of divorce. Receive important knowledge
and resources that will inform, prepare and protect you and help
save time and money while you progress through the challenges
of divorce.

B Saturday, March 14 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM at Medallion Wealth
Management — Franklin Park PA

B Saturday, March 21 8:30 AM — 12:30 PM at Beatty Pointe
Village - Monroeville PA

M Saturday, April 11 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM at the Peters Township
Library — McMurray PA

B Saturday, May 16 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the Cooper Siegel
Library — Fox Chapel PA

W Saturday, June 13 8:30 AM — 12:30 PM at Medallion Wealth
Management — Franklin Park PA

Cost is $35 per person and pre-registration is required to
Donna Cheswick at 724-493-9695
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litigated divorce can often “wipe out”

or seriously deplete a couple's marital
assets. Investigate mediation and col-
laborative divorce as a way to save time,
money and avoid an adversarial atmo-
sphere. These methods help a couple to
find common ground, settle on an agree-
ment that is mutually satisfactory, and
stay out of court.

Educate yourself: Relying on
your attorney to manage every aspect of
the divorce can be expensive. There are
many excellent books, internet sites, local
workshops and support groups available.
Take the time to research the aspects
that relate to your situation, so that you
can become knowledgeable, informed
and make good decisions. +

Donna M. Cheswick is a Financial Advisor,
Certified Divorce Financial Analyst, and Trained
Divorce Mediator with Medallion Wealth
Management Inc. Contact Donna at 724-934-8615
or visit her website at www.medallion-wealth.com/
divorce-services

Securities offered through Cambridge Investment
Research, Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRA/
SIPC. Cambridge Investment Research Advisors,
Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Cambridge
and Medallion Wealth Management Inc. are not
affiliated. This material is for informational pur-
poses and is not intended to provide legal or tax
advice.
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* We do not participate with health insurance and do not produce health insurance billing forms. Payment in full is made at the time of service using cash,
credit/debit card, money order or cashier's check.

Co-pays for an urgent care visit can cost up to §75, but if
you're one of our patients, your urgent care copay costs
the same as an office visit copay—usually less than $15!

Even if you're not one of our patients, you can still save
money—your copay is often the same cost as a special-
ist copay, which is still less than an urgent care visit!

Better yet, there’s no appointment needed!

WALK-IN URGENT CARE HOURS:
Monday-Friday, 9 am. — 3 p.m.
Wexford Health + Wellness Pavilion
12311 Perry Highway, Wexford, PA 15090
724-935-5330

Always accepting new patients
Most insurances accepted with the exception of Gateway Health
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